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Holy Mass
Monday—Saturday

8:15 a. m.

St. Benedict Church

Saturday (Vigil for Sunday)

4:00 p. m.
4:30 p. m.

St. Joseph Church
Sacred Heart Church

Sunday

8:00 a. m.
8:30 a. m.
10:00 a. m.
10:30 a. m.
6:00 p. m.

St. Benedict Church
St. Patrick Church
St. Joseph Church
St. Benedict Church
St. Joseph Church

bsenecal@kansasmonks.org

Confession
Perpetual adoration of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament is available in our
parish. Enter the Adoration Chapel
through the north entrance of
St. Benedict Church.

Wednesday
Saturday

Youth Mass

6:00 - 7:00 p. m. St. Benedict Church
3:00 - 3:45 p. m. St. Joseph Church
3:30 - 4:15 p. m. Sacred Heart Church

Confession is also available by appointment; please call the parish office.

Do you wish to become a member of our parish? We welcome you!

Please contact the parish office for more information. Registration forms can be found online at our parish website.
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Parish Information
Important Parish Contacts

Sacramental Information
Baptism
Do you desire to have your child baptized?
Please contact the parish office to coordinate.
Marriage
Congratulations on your engagement! Engaged couples
should contact the parish office to make arrangements
with the pastor at least six months prior to the wedding
date. Couples must be registered parishioners.
Anointing of the Sick
Are you seriously ill or having major surgery soon?
Please contact the parish office to notify our priests.
Holy Orders & Religious Vocations
Are you being called to be a priest, sister, or other
religious? Please make an appointment with one of our
priests to discuss discerning your vocation.
It is a blessing to have Catholic
burial options available to us.
To learn more about burials at
Mt. Calvary Cemetery,
please make an appointment to meet
with parish office staff.

St. Benedict Catholic
School Principal

Diane Liebsch
dliebsch@benedictine.edu

Parish Administrator

Rosemary Quaile
rquaile@benedictine.edu

Parish Administrative
Assistant

Nancy Diebolt
ndiebolt@benedictine.edu

RCIA—Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults

Bruce Roeder
bruceroeder@gmail.com

CCD Coordinators

Jake & Bekah Firestine
stbenedictccd@gmail.com

Director of
Evangelization

Megan Wurtz
megantwurtz@gmail.com

Parish Council

Doug Hynek
dchynek@gmail.com

Finance Council

Matt Fassero
mattfassero@gmail.com

Maintenance Committee

Sarah Peitsch
sepeitsch@hotmail.com

Perpetual Adoration

Sherry Lange 367-1858

Sacred Heart Variety Store

Cheryl Contreras 367-1466

Would you like to tithe online?

There are so many ways
to find out what’s happening at
St. Benedict Parish.
¨
¨
¨

¨

Check out our parish website at
www.stbenedictatchison.org.
You may always view our current and previous
bulletins on the parish website.
Find us on Facebook; just go to
www.facebook.com, and search for our page:
St. Benedict Parish—Atchison, Kansas.
Sign up to receive email blasts and / or text
blasts from St. Benedict Parish; just email
ndiebolt@benedictine.edu, call the parish
office at 367-0671, or stop by the parish office to
sign up. You’ll get up-to-date, parish-related
information delivered right to your inbox!

Contact the parish office to get your username and
password;
· log on to www.parishsupport.com; OR
· go to www.stbenedictatchison.org and click on the
red "Give Now" button.
If you want to exclusively tithe online and stop receiving
envelopes in the mail, please contact the parish office.
·

Parish Office Hours
Office is open Monday through Friday, 9 a. m. to 3 p. m.

Mass Intentions
The suggested offering is $10 per Mass.
This is a tax-deductible gift to our parish as well.
Please contact the parish office to reserve a date.

Bulletin Submissions
Please submit all bulletin information by 12 noon each
Monday. Information may be submitted via email at
ndiebolt@benedictine.edu; via phone at 367-0671; or by
stopping in at the parish office.

St. Benedict Parish Mission Statement
Using prayer, study, generosity, and evangelization
to help the entire Atchison community form their relations with Christ and His Church.
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Stewardship Information
Advent Hospitality Visits

Our Weekly Sacrificial Offerings to God
Week

Collection

Nov. 4 - 10

$21,827

Nov. 11 - 17

information not
available at press time

Nov. 18 - 24

Our Parish’s Angel Tree Project
d, December
Beginning this weekend,
2 - 3, please pick up a tag (or two!) from a
tree or wreath located in the back of the
church. These tags have wish list items
for families in need in the Atchison
area. Simply buy the item listed on the tag, wrap it,
attach the tag to the outside of the gift, and return it to
the back of the church by Sunday, December 17. This
project is being coordinated with Catholic Charities of
Northeast Kansas, located here in Atchison. Thank you
for your prayers and participation.
ontact parishioner Anna Jirak at
Questions? Please contact
913-426-0711 or annamfj28@gmail.com.

Fr. Jeremy and his team of volunteers will soon begin
visiting all the registered households in our parish. We
thank you for your hospitality in welcoming your fellow
parishioner for a visit! Every household will receive a
gift, and we'd like to ask you a few questions to get your
ideas for our parish. If you'd like to have some time to
think about your answers, here are the questions:
· What is something you love about our parish?
· The Church is here to make you holy. Four of the
ways it helps you do this are through its teachings,
the sacraments, fellowship, and by helping you to
serve others. How can our parish help you grow
spiritually in one of these four areas?
· What is one question you have about our parish or
about the Catholic faith?
· If you could look 10 years into the future, what
would you like to see in the parish? Think big!
· How do you see yourself involved in the future of
our parish?
If you have not been contacted by December 18,
please contact the Parish Office at 913-367-0671.

Special Collection Next Weekend
The Retirement Fund for Religious Collection will be held next weekend, December 9 - 10. Please join in promoting a
generous response to this annual appeal. Many Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests served for years in
Catholic schools, hospitals and parishes – often for little to no pay. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious
provides funding for medications, nursing care and more. Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

A Story of Hope for the First Sunday of Advent from
Catholic Charities

Aaron’s Hope Story: Brightened Optimism
Hi! My name is Aaron and this is my hope story . . . One
afternoon I decided to meet with a case manager through the Kansas Loan Pool Program (KLPP). I’d had a stroke
and was literally in the hospital four months and then in a rehabilitation facility three more. During this time, a trusted
family member who had power of attorney squandered all of my finances. When I had recovered sufficiently to again
take control of my life, I discovered my savings wiped out, along with unpaid mortgage payments, and no utilities. I
had little alternative and took out payday and title loans to survive and then just took it one day at a time, trusting that
God would take care of me. While I was in this situation I did not want to express any more negativity. My Catholic
Charities case manager even said that I was one of the most joyful people she had ever met. I praise God for leading
me to Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas and to the Kansas Loan Pool Program. This month they replaced my 2
payday loans and 1 title loan with a manageable 6% loan. The future feels bright.
Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas’ mission is to provide help, hospitality and hope to our neighbors in need.
Thank you for being a part of this mission by considering a generous gift to the Christmas collection to help the less fortunate.

On the cover: Immaculate Conception of Soult (1678) by Bartolome Esteban Murillo (1617 - 1682).
Oil on canvas. Located in the Museo del Prado in Madrid, Spain.
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Events, News, and Information
Calendar of Upcoming Events
To advertise a parish event on this calendar, please email
Nancy Diebolt at ndiebolt@benedictine.edu.
Dec. Angel Tree tags available, see p. 3 for
All 4
2 - 3 details
churches
Dec. Parish Pro-Life Rosary, 3 - 4:15 p. m.,
3
see this page for details

Next Sunday is Donut Sunday!
Join fellow parishioners between 9 a. m. and
12:30 p. m. next Sunday, December 10 in the
SBCS Commons for donuts, coffee, and juice.

SB Church

Dec. Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Holy Day of
8
Obligation, see Mass Schedule on p. 5

Dec. Special Collection for The Retirement
9 - 10 Fund for Religious

All 4
churches

Dec. Donut Sunday, 9 a. m. - 12:30 p. m.
10

SBCS
Commons

Dec. Serra Club Mass at 6 p. m., speaker at
11 7:00 p. m., see p. 5 for details

SJ Church
Basement

Dec. Third Order Franciscans, 7:00 p. m.
12

Home of
Sherry
Lange

Please pray for our deployed,
active duty military family and friends:
Richard T. Brady
Cameran Franklin
Michael Galley

Justin Phillips
Jake Quaile
Jesse Willett

Knights of Columbus Council #723
Christmas Event
The Knights of Columbus Council
#723’s annual Christmas event will be held
Friday evening, December 15, from 7 - 9
p. m. at Paolucci’s Restaurant. Enjoy
appetizers and a cash bar. RSVP is required. Please
contact parishioners David Stecher at 913-360-0222 or
Galen Pruett at 913-367-6403.

Parish Pro-Life Rosary
Practice the spiritual work of mercy
of Praying for the Living and the Dead by
participating in our parish’s
Pro-Life Rosary.
Join fellow parishioners this Sunday,
December 3, from 3 - 4:15 p. m. in St. Benedict Church.

Please remember in your prayers
ayers
those who are sick or suffering:
Jamie Boos
Mike & Olive Burns
Jill Callaway
Julia Clem
Sr. Mary Collins
Dave Crail
Dennis Cutting & family
Cindy Dooley
Residents of the Dooley Center
John Elias
John Ernst
Ed Gellings
Martin Joseph Gering
Rosina Halpin
Gary & Kathy Handke
Glenn Hattan
Fr. Albert Hauser
Margie Amrein Holben
Mike Horton
Mara Hug
Infirmed Monks of the Abbey
Wayne Keimig

Willie Keimig
Abbot Ralph Koehler
Gary Linaweaver
Dr. Paul Moccia
Gerald & Patty Penning
Mary Ann Piper
Fr. Donald Redmond
Ann Ruhlman
Larry Siebenmorgen
Amanda Thompson
Larry Van Wey
Arthur Wagner
Lucy Walker
Dave Westermann
Sandy White
Chris & Norine Wilderson
Brian Wingerd
Edna Mae Wolters
Alvin Wood
Fr. Jerry Worman
Special Intentions (7)

Prayer list names and special intentions are automatically removed from
the prayer list 30 days after submission.
To re-submit a name or special intention, simply call the parish office.

Mass Intentions for December 4 - 10
Date

Time

Mass Intention

Dec. 4 SB 8:15 Joan Krupinski †
Dec. 5 SB 8:15 Living and deceased members of
the Gene & Berniece Dooley
family
Dec. 6 SB 8:15 Roy Ostertag †
Dec. 7 SB 8:15 Lloyd Weatherford †
Dec. 8 SB 8:15 For our country
SB 12:10 Bob Kocour †
SB 7:00 German Williams †
Dec. 9 SB 8:15 Jim Purslow
SJ 4:00 Sean Mahoney, Sr. †
SH 4:30 Welfare of the parishioners
Dec. 10 SB
SP
SJ
SB

8:00
8:30
10:00
10:30

Pauline Kesse †
Health of Jill Callaway
Health of Larry & Emily Pickman
Intentions of Ryan & Cecilia Pigg
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More Events, News, and Information
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day Mass Schedule
December 7 Abbey
Abbey
December 8 St. Benedict
St. Benedict
Abbey
Abbey

5:30 p. m. (Vigil Mass)
10:00 p. m. (Vigil Mass)
8:15 a. m.
12:10 p. m. (SBCS attending)
12:10 p. m.
5:30 p. m. (includes first vows
of the postulants)
7:00 p. m.

St. Benedict

Important Scheduling Note
What is meant by the “Immaculate Conception of Mary?”
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her
conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by
virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved
immune from all stain of original sin.” -Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, 1854

Please note that there will be no Men’s
and Women’s Bible Study for the
month of December. Meetings will
resume Thursday, January 4. Please
contact parishioner Terrance Coots
with any questions at 913-203-4559.

Advent and the Jesse Tree
During Advent, a Jesse Tree is located in the sanctuary of the church. During the entrance
hymn, members of our parish will bring forward ornaments which represent the people, prophesies,
and events leading up to the birth of Jesus, connecting the Advent season with the faithfulness of
God across four thousand years of history. The concept of the Jesse Tree dates to the Middle
Ages.

Serra Club Vocation Prayer Contest Winners
The Serra Club of the Atchison Region recently held a contest for 7th graders of St. Benedict Catholic School to
write a Vocation Prayer. The top three winners were: 1st—Will Buron; 2nd—Norah Koechner; 3rd—Scarlett Begley.
These three students were recognized after a recent all-school Mass. Each award winner received a laminated copy of
his or her prayer, a certificate of achievement, and a cash award. In addition, the winning prayer will be placed on the
back cover of the St. Benedict Church missals to be recited each weekday after Mass for the next year. The Serra Club
is grateful to Mrs. Noll and the seventh grade students for participating in the contest.

Serra Club of the Atchison Region December Mass and Speaker
Monday, December 11
St. Joseph Church
6:00 p. m. Mass; 7:00 p. m. Speaker
~ Followed by social time and refreshments ~
As always, families and children are welcomed and encouraged to attend!
Our speaker for the December meeting is Fr. Lazar Carasala, who has been the pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Nortonville since 2013. Fr. Lazar left family, community, and country to travel thousands of miles to provide the
sacraments to Catholics in our Archdiocese. Come hear his vocation story and learn how he came to serve our area.
Every priestly vocation is a gift to God and every priest is a gift from God. Without priests we have no sacraments.
Join us to learn more about supporting and encouraging vocations in our community.
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St. Benedict Catholic School News
Listen To The Sounds of the Season at SBCS
St. Benedict Catholic School invites all parishioners to enjoy upcoming sounds of the season at our
Christmas concerts in the Senecal Gymnasium! Tuesday, December 5, 7:00 p. m. – grades K – 4;
Thursday, December 14, 7:00 p. m. – grades 5 – 8, Band and Choirs.

SBCS All Saints’ Day Celebration
Last month, St. Benedict Catholic School celebrated all the Saints with Mass, music, displays,
presentations, and Saints Bingo with prayer partners!

Christmas Sale Update
~ A Note From Parishioner Judy Housh ~
The sales at St. Joseph Church will no longer be
held. After many years, it is time to move on to
other activities being held in our church basement.
Therefore, I want to thank all the women and men
who have helped so faithfully over the all the years.
I would love to name all of you who helped in some
way, but I don’t want to leave anyone out. You all
have worked hours together and we have had so
much fun. Thank you also to everyone who has
donated items for sale over the years, and who have
shopped at the sales.
Farewell and thanks for the memories!

We are grateful to
all who donated,
shopped, and
volunteered!
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Archdiocesan and Area Opportunities
Upcoming Events in our area:
Available
now

Purchase tickets for Support Our
Seminarians (S.O.S.) Dinner

Dec.
6 and 7

Talking to Teens about Transgender
and Same Sex Attraction Issues

Dec. 7

Advent Night of Recollection for
Couples

Dec. 7

Dec.
16 - 17

Support Our Archdiocesan
Seminarians with “God’s Little Green
Acre”
St. Therese’s Little Way Retreat

Advent Night of Recollection for Couples
Couples: we have the perfect way for you to kick off
Advent… together! Need a little time to breathe, to sit,
to pray… to recollect? Join us for School of Love’s
“Night of Recollection.” It’s how we do our monthly
event, Date Night, during Advent. We’ll have
Adoration, an Advent reflection, Scripture, silence,
candles, praise music, Confession, and you and your
spouse together… with Jesus. Though December’s
Date Night looks different, the idea is the same: We
start your date… you go out and finish it at home or out
on the town. 6:30-7:30 p. m. Thursday, December 7 at
St. Peter’s Church - in Legacy Chapel (63rd & Rockhill,
KCMO). For more information go to
www.schooloflovekc.com/date-night.

Support Our Seminarians (S.O.S.) Dinner
How can you support the priesthood and seminarians
while having an enjoyable evening? Attend the 25th
annual “Support Our Seminarians” benefit dinner at
beautiful Union Station. Friday, January 26, 2018.
Speakers include Archbishop Emeritus James Keleher,
Fr. Jerry Arano-Ponce, and a seminarian. There is a
marketplace, delicious Conception Seminary baked
goods, and a wonderful meal. Tickets are $175 each and
can be purchased at www.supportourseminarians.com or
by emailing Martha Hodes at mmmhsos512@gmail.com.
Proceeds go to our diocese’s seminarian education fund,
and to fund scholarships at Conception Seminary
College.

How to Talk to Teens About
Transgender and Same-Sex Attraction Issues
Talking and dealing with teens when it comes to
transgender and same sex attractions issues can be
difficult, especially in today’s world. Come hear Roy
Petitfils, well known Catholic speaker and professional
counselor walk us through those difficult conversations.
Roy provides perspective for parents, educators, and
ministers concerning teen issues like life changes,
depression, suicide, anxiety, eating disorders, self harm,
LGBTQ issues. Parents, come join us: Wednesday,
December 6 from 6 -7 p. m. at Mother Teresa of
Calcutta Parish in Topeka. Catechists, priests, DREs,
etc., come join us: Thursday, December 7 from 11 a.
m. - 1 p. m. at Manny’s Mexican Restaurant, 207
Southwest Blvd. in KC, MO ( lunch provided). RSVP at
https://goo.gl/forms/a1g9NOGrJd21ARpN2

St. Therese’s Little Way Retreat
Christ’s Peace House of Prayer will offer a retreat opportunity ‘St. Therese’s Little Way’ on December 16 - 17.
Retreat begins with check-in at 8:30 a. m. Saturday, December 16, and concludes with Eucharistic Adoration and
Evening Prayer at 3:00 p. m. Sunday, December 17. There will be time for reflection, private prayer, walking and
watching the movie – Therese, A Biography of the Little Flower. Mass will be at the local parish on Saturday at 5:00 p. m.
If you are interested, please contact info@christspeace.com or call 913-773-8255.

“God’s Little Green Acre” Seminarian Support
You are invited to join Catholics across the Archdiocese in giving thanks for our seminarians and show your
support as they study for the priesthood. Farmers can donate the proceeds from one acre of their crops, and those
who don’t farm but want to “grow” vocations can make a donation in any amount. Donations will be divided among
our seminarians this Christmas to help them pay for textbooks and living expenses. They greatly appreciate these gifts
since they have no income. For questions call Melanie at 913-647-0303 or email vocation@archkck.org. Mail
donations to: Vocation office, 12615 Parallel Pkwy, Kansas City, KS 66109. Thank you!

